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• A forcible entry or unlawful entry in which no theft 
or felony occurs, but acts of vandalism, malicious 
mischief, etc., are committed, provided investigation 
clearly established that the unlawful entry was for a 
purpose other than to commit a felony or theft.  

An incident must meet three conditions to be classified 
as a Burglary: 

1) There must be evidence of unlawful entry (trespass). 
This means that the person did not have the right to be in the 
structure at the time the incident occurred.  

Examples of lawful access include: 

• A student uses her keycard to enter her dorm. She lets 
five other students who do not have keycards for that 
dorm into the building. All six of the students have 
lawful access to the building.  

• A student has a party in her dorm room with four 
guests. All five students have lawful access to the 
dorm room.  

• A faculty member has an office in the science 
building. Students are in and out of the office while 
the science building is open. Anyone from the 
campus community going in the office during this 
time has lawful access.  

Examples of unlawful access include: 

• A student uses her keycard to enter a dorm. Without 
her knowing, a student without a keycard to the 
building walks in after her. The student without the 
keycard does not have lawful access to the building.  

• A student has a party in her dorm room with four 
invited guests. When the party is over the host asks 
everyone to leave. She leaves the door unlocked 
while she goes to visit another student. One of the 
students who was at the party opens the door and 
takes some money off of the desk. That student does 
not have lawful access to the room.  

• A faculty member has an office in the science 
building. One night when the science building is 
locked, a maintenance worker who does not have a 
work order for the building, uses a maintenance key 
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to unlock the building and then unlock the faculty 
member’s door and steal a computer. The 
maintenance worker does not have lawful access to 
the office.  

2) The unlawful entry must occur within a structure, 
which is defined as having four walls, a roof, and a door.  

The UCR definition of a structure includes: 

• Apartment, barn, cabin, church, condominium, 
dwelling house, factory, garage, house trailer or 
houseboat (used as permanent dwelling), mill, office, 
other building, outbuilding, public building, railroad 
car, room, school, stable, storage facility, vessel 
(ship) and warehouse.  

• Any house trailer or other mobile unit that is 
permanently fixed as an office, residence or 
storehouse.  

The UCR definition of a structure does not include: 

• Motor vehicles.  

• Tents, tent trailers, motor homes, house trailers or 
other mobile units that are being used for recreational 
purposes.  

• A telephone booth.  

• A gym locker or cubby.  

3) The structure was unlawfully entered to commit a 
felony or a theft. If the intent was not to commit a felony or a 
theft, do not classify the incident as Burglary. For example, if 
someone unlawfully entered a structure to write graffiti on the 
walls, do not classify the incident as Burglary. 

Special rules for counting Burglaries 

Burglaries in individual student rooms: Because 
residents of rooms in student housing facilities are not 
considered transient, the Burglary of each room is a separate 
offense. This means that if an offender unlawfully enters five 
dorm rooms on one floor of a student housing facility for the 
purpose of taking something, you should count this as five 
Burglaries. 




